6th Grade

Explorers
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Science

Handbook
Welcome to our Science class. We are so excited that you will be joining us this year! Below is a description of rules, procedures, and policies that we will discuss today. They will help you to succeed in this class.  This sheet will be kept in your binder and you may refer to it throughout the school year.
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About Our 6th Grade Science Class 
This is a general science class. We will be focusing on developing a “scientific mind” and using scientific strategies. This process will take place within each unit of study via hypothesizing, researching, experimenting, observing and inferring.
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Classroom Expectations 

1. DO things that will not prevent me from teaching you or others from learning. 

               Examples: ____________________________________________________
                    __________________________________________________________
2. RESPECT yourself, others, and the teacher.

               Examples: ____________________________________________________

                    __________________________________________________________
3. ALWAYS try your best!
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4. Words to “live by”:
                       If it is not, why are you saying it?
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  Responsibilities

1. You are responsible to come to class on time and prepared with your materials. 

     Each day, you must bring the following: 

· Binder

· Textbook
· Assignment book

· A pencil and/or pen

2. If you are late to class, I adhere to the school’s policy on lateness. Be sure to review the student handbook on p 94.  If you are late to class, do not come into the class in a disruptive manner. Come in quietly and sign your name inside the late folder. Next, walk to the back of the room and up to your seat.  A third lateness to class will result in a teacher detention. 
3. If you are absent…

· If you are absent on the day that an assignment is due, it is due when you return. For example, if homework was assigned on a Monday and you were absent on Tuesday, it is due on the day you return.  It is your responsibility to show us the work that you have missed.  

· If you are absent on a day that a quiz or test was given, you are to make up the quiz or test up on the day you return. If you are absent for an extended period of time, we will handle the case individually. 

· It is YOUR responsibility to make up the assignments that you have missed. Check your class period folder located on the side bulletin board for any make-up work.  

· If you have any questions about the work you have missed, please discuss them with us. 
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Grading Policy and Classroom Components
                       MP 1 & 3:                                                         MP 2 & 4: 

   Homework/Classwork: 20%                             Homework/Classwork: 20% 
               Laboratory Work: 20%                                    Laboratory Work: 20% 
               Tests: 30 %                                                     Tests: 30%

               Quizzes: 15%                                                   Quizzes: 15% 

               Projects: 15%                                                   Projects:  10%
                                                        Benchmark: 5%
1. Homework: 
· In order to receive full credit, your homework must be COMPLETE.  
· Incomplete or late homework will not be accepted. This is a school wide policy.
· Excessive missed homework= student/teacher conference and a phone call home. 
· If no homework is officially assigned, you should review your vocabulary and notes.   

2. Labs: For safety reasons, you must follow all directions and safety rules to participate 
    in lab activities. These will be introduced to you before we begin the first lab. If you 
    are unable to adhere to the lab guidelines, you will receive a zero for the activity.  A 
    pencil must be used for all labs.  If a pen is used, 10 points will be deducted from your 
    lab grade. 
3. Your lab grade will consist of two parts: your lab performance and your lab 

    data/responses.  Some of your labs may be collected.  However, many of them will    

    not. Instead, you will be given a lab quiz in which you may use your lab sheet.  

    Therefore, it is very important that you participate and correctly complete the 
    lab! 

4. Classwork and projects are considered graded assignments. For every day that   

    this type of assignment is handed in late, ten points will be deducted from the 
    grade. For example, if you hand in a project two days late you will lose 20 points   

    from the original grade (grade you would receive had it been handed in on time).

5. Tests/projects: There will be a test and/or project on each chapter we study. 
               If a project is assigned, you will be given time to work on it in school. However, 
               you may also be required to complete portions of it at home. A review will be given 
               in class prior to all tests. An additional review session will also be given after 
               school on a scheduled day.   
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Academic Honesty Policy
Academic integrity means that all work is done by the students individually. Any type of dishonesty in school work is not integrity. Dishonest includes, but is not limited to:

· Copying the work of another student
· Copying and pasting from electronic media

· Providing answers to others
· Using notes during tests and quizzes without permission

· Discussing content of quizzes and tests to other students who have not been in class yet
· When academic dishonesty occurs:

· The student(s) will receive a “0” for the assignment

· A second infraction will result in disciplinary action.
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Your Binder
1. Your binder will contain all of your work and information for our class. 

2. We will be organizing the contents of the binder by keeping a table of contents and numbering the pages.
3. At the end of each chapter, we will empty the binder materials. 

4. As you empty your binder, we will tell you what previous work needs to be saved. You will be given a file that will be kept in class to hold saved work/quizzes/tests. You will find that it will be useful to study from for the final at the end of the school year.   
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How to Hand in Your Work
1. Before you hand in your work, be sure that it contains the following heading: 

                     

       *Note: If you are handing in a worksheet that has a title on it, you do not need to 
        write the name of the assignment. 

2. Place all work inside the designated tray in the back of the room.
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Other Information
1. As we learn different topics in class, you may have questions. Please ask your questions!  We will be happy to answer them and to help you in anyway that we can. 

2. After school hours: If you need help with your work, meet with one of us and we will make arrangements for you to stay after school. 
3. Check the staff eBoard for assigned homework and other information. 

4. Contact information: 

	
	Email
	Extension

	Mrs. Eichinger
	keichinger@wtps.org
	                     5701

	Mr. Horswood
	jhorswood@wtps.org
	                     5844


We hope you have found this information helpful. Let’s have a fantastic year! 

Mrs. Eichinger and Mr. Horswood
Science teachers

Team 6-0

Name                           Date


Period               Science 6-0


              (Space)


Name of Assignment


              (Space)











